THE MIDWEST MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION

MMLA 2026 Preparations Are Well Underway

Dear MMLA Community,

We hope the start to the new academic year has proved energizing and not-too-hectic for you,
although if the MMLA team's last four weeks are any indication, you are more than likely also
working hard through a never-ending list of tasks in need of completion!

While we hate to add one more item to your to-do lists, we must write to share with you a range of
Convention- and JMMLA-related news, which you will find below. Please Note: There are two new
Convention announcements and another Call for Panel Moderators, which we strongly encourage

you to peruse.

Please select one of the following topics to navigate directly to that section.

Forthcoming Convention Deadlines
The Digital Program Book is Live!
Non-MMLA, Daily Guest Passes
Call for Panel Moderators

Call for Article Submissions
Call for Guest Editor(s) of the Spring 2028 Issue
Call for Book Reviewers

Convention Reminders & Announcements

Forthcoming Convention Deadlines

Graduate Student Paper Prize: Thursday, October 15

Graduate students presenting an accepted paper at the 2026 Convention are encouraged to apply
for this $100 prize. The winner will receive a guest membership and registration to the MMLA's


https://www.midwest-mla.org/
https://www.midwest-mla.org/

next annual Convention and, as a provision of the prize, will have the winning paper published in
the Journal of the Midwest Modern Language Association's Fall 2027 issue.

To be considered, a current CV and the accepted paper (3,000-word limit, excluding the Works

Cited) must be submitted to the MMLA by this date. The winning paper will be announced at the
Convention's Keynote Address on Friday, November 13.

Submit Your Paper to the Graduate Student Paper Prize

Member Discount at voco Chicago Downtown: Thursday, October 22

The nightly rate for meeting participants is $217 (plus taxes). Reserve a room now to secure this
MMLA-members-only pricing, and consider joining the MMLA's Discord server to connect with
another roommate to share the cost of sleeping accommodations.

Book Your Stay at voco Chicago Downtown

Undergraduate Student Paper Prize: Monday, November 23

Undergraduate students who presented an accepted paper at the 2026 Research Symposium are
encourage to apply for this $100 prize. Unlike the paper prize for graduates, this one is not due
until after the Symposium so that undergraduates who wish to revise their papers based on the
feedback they received during their panel may do so.

To be considered, a current resume and the presented paper ($3,000-word limit, excluding the
Works Cited), must be submitted to the MMLA by this date but after the 2026 Symposium
concludes. The winning paper will be announced via the MMLA's newsletter.

The Digital Program Book is Live!

We are excited to announce that the digital program book for MMLA 2026 is live on our member
portal. You may use the links below to toggle to those individual pages or access the updated,
soon-to-be physical copy of the program book using the button below.

MMLA 2026 Front Matter
Thursday, November 12
Friday, November 13
Saturday, November 14

We sincerely thank all who wrote to share their program-book corrections with us!

Access the Updated 2026 Program Book PDF

Non-MMLA, Daily Guest Passes
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Guest passes are reserved for non-MMLA family and friends, who wish to attend a specific
session in support of a Convention and/or Undergraduate Symposium participant. Please Note:
MMLA members may not purchase a guest pass to attend the Convention themselves.

Passes are $10 per person, per day, and all proceeds go towards Convention programming.
Admission covers the hours of 8:00 A.M. — 6:00 P.M. on Thursday, Friday, OR Saturday.

Purchase One or More Non-MMLA, Daily Guest Passes

Call for Panel Moderators

Moderator Responsibilities

Prior to the start of the Convention, moderators are expected to communicate with the presenters
on their respective panel(s) by (a) relaying relevant information such as presentation expectations,
(b) fielding questions that may arise from panelists, and (c) collecting a bio from each of the
presenters.

During the Convention, moderators are responsible for (a) presiding over their panel(s) by
introducing each panelist, (b) managing each presenter's speaking time to remain on schedule,
and (c) guiding discussion among the attendees during the Q&A portion.

Post-Convention, moderators must report relevant details about their panel(s) to the MMLA.
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Convention Panels in Need

= Thursday, November 12:
o Backwards and Forwards: Temporality and the Archive (8:15 am — 9:30 am)
o Ecopedagogy (8:15 am — 9:30 am)
o Video Games and Science Fiction (9:40 am — 10:55 am)
o Considerations on the Act of Creative Writing (9:40 am — 10:55 am)
o Gothic Archives (11:05 am — 12:35 pm)
o Against Black Erasure in the Archive (11:05 am — 12:35 pm)
o Victorian Readings (1:40 pm — 3:10 pm)
o Trans Archives (3:20 pm — 4:35 pm)
o Dealing with the Digital (3:20 pm — 4:35 pm)
o After the Archive: Recovering Memory Against Erasure (4:45 pm — 6:00 pm)
o Georgian Readings (4:45 pm — 6:00 pm)

« Friday, November 13:
o Anti-Intellectualism, Comedy, and Contemporary American Politics (3:20 pm — 4:35

pm)

» Saturday, November 14:
o Archives of Print Culture (8:15 am — 9:30 am)
o How to Create an Archive (9:40 am — 10:55 am)
o Negotiating Identity Under Patriarchy and the Color Line (11:05 am — 12:35 pm)
o Silence and Trauma in the Archive (11:05 am — 12:35 pm)
o Archives of Diaspora and Exile (1:40 pm — 3:10 pm)
o Power and Perception (4:45 pm — 6:00 pm)

Undergraduate Symposium Panels in Need

o Thursday, November 12:
o Kept and Forgotten: The Politics of Archival Silence (8:15 am — 9:30 am)
o The Unreliable Narrator and the Limits of Truth (9:40 am — 10:55 am)
o The Normal and the Aberrant: Desire and the Politics of Visibility (3:20 pm — 4:35 pm)

» Friday, November 13:
o Contained and Confined: Women's Resistance in Victorian Lit | (8:15 am — 9:30 am)
o Contained and Confined: Women's Resistance in Victorian Lit Il (9:40 am — 10:55
am)
o From Grand Narratives to Scattered Leaves: Literature After Belief (3:20 pm — 4:35
pm)

o Saturday, November 14:
o Othered Bodies: Medicine, Horror, and the Human Boundary (9:40 am — 10:55 am)

The program book includes a list of all paper topics assigned to each of the above panels.

To Nominate Yourself

If moderating one of these panels seems like a good fit for your interests, expertise, and schedule,
please nominate yourself by sending the following to the MMLA at mmla@cod.edu, with the
subject line "MMLA 2026: Moderator Nomination":



mailto:mmla@cod.edu?subject=MMLA%202026%3A%20Moderator%20Nomination

» Your Current CV
» Name of the Panel
« A Statement of Interest (demonstrating your knowledge of the panel's topics)

Nominations are considered on a first-come, first-served basis.

JMMLA Calls for Submissions

Call for Article Submissions

The Journal of the Midwest Modern Language Association is currently looking for submissions of
scholarly articles that are between 7,000 and 10,000 words (including notes) and follow MLA

style guidelines.

Questions may be sent to the MMLA directly (mmla@cod.edu) or to the editor of the issue.

o Spring 2027: "Computation, Interdisciplinarity, and the Humanities"
o Guest Editor: Shu Wan (shuwan@buffalo.edu)
o Submission Deadline: January 15th, 2027

Submission Eligibility and Guidelines

Call for Guest Editor(s) of the Spring 2028 Issue

Each spring edition of the JMMLA has a guest editor, whose interest and expertise in a particular
topic will provide the theme for that issue. For the Spring 2028 issue, we're looking for an editor or
two co-editors who will foster discussion of the selected topic across the pages of the Journal,
encouraging vital conversation among the MMLA’s scholarly community.

To be considered, please submit the following to the MMLA at mmla@cod.edu by October 1st:

 Editor(s) Recent CV
» A Cover Letter (describing your expertise on the proposed topic)
» ATopic Description (i.e., the Call for Papers)

Call for Book Reviewers

Any scholar, especially an early career scholar, is encouraged to write a book review, which (if
accepted) will be published in the JMMLA.

Eligibility
The JMMLA does not consider for publication book reviews that are submitted by undergraduates.
Contributors to the Journal must be pursuing or hold a graduate degree and are required to hold
an active MMLA membership at the time of publication (not of submission). Lastly, only one book
review from a single scholar may be under consideration at a time. Scholars who have published
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Contact Us

Midwest Modern Language Association
C/O Liberal Arts Division

College‘of DuPage

425 Fawell Boulevard

THE MIDWEST MODERN LANGUAGE ASSOCIATION Glen Ellyn, IL'60137

Connect with Us Facebook Instagram

Book Review Guidelines and Resources

Sincerely,
The MMLA Team
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