Reconstruction at 150: 
White House Scandals, KKK violence, and Civil Rights Legislation
Civil War Caucus 2025 working program

Friday, November 14

Awakenings (9:30-11:30)
Samuel Graber, Valparaiso University (chair)  

Brigitte Fielder, University of Wisconsin-Madison 
“Elevators, Elevation, Education”
Michael Stancliff, Arizona State University
“‘More patriotic than wise’: Frederick Douglass’ Cautious Reception of Emancipation, 1862-1863”
Samuel Graber, Valparaiso University 
“‘When the Script Preaches’: Leaves of Grass and the War Era’s Preachers” 
Kathleen Diffley, University of Iowa
“Mustered Out? Reconstruction’s Egypt and Constance Fenimore Woolson’s “Wilhelmina”


Fin-de-Siècle Developments (2:15-3:45)
John Hay, University of Nevada, Las Vegas (chair)

Timothy Donahue, Oakland University
	“The Reconstruction of Cecilia Valdes”
John Cyril Barton, University of Missouri-Kansas City
	“‘Out of their mouths shall the murderers be condemned’:  
Irony, Exemplarity, and Ida Wells’ Anti-Lynching Campaign”
Annemarie Mott Ewing, University of Maryland
	Combating “‘An Ephemeral Existence’: Edward A. Johnson’s Speculative Drama”


Who Fought the Fictional Civil War? Experimenting with Computational Methods 
to Answer Questions of Literary History at Scale (4:00-5:30) 
Kathleen Diffley, University of Iowa (introduction)

Andrew Donnelly, University of Memphis, Curator and Assistant Professor Extraordinaire

Drawing initially upon Robert A. Lively’s Fiction Fights the Civil War, this digital project-in-progress currently surveys ~600 novels (1862-1961) and could mature in a number of directions. This interactive session on methods, spreadsheets, and opportunities is wide open to suggestions, particularly about how AI can help.

Saturday, November 15

When the War Came (9:30-11:30) 
Annemarie Mott Ewing, University of Maryland (chair)

Vanessa Steinroetter, Washburn University
	“Uncanny Landscapes in the Civil War Writing of Rebecca Harding Davis”
Marla Anzalone, Duquesne University
	“Bureaucracy and the Body: The Civil War Hospital and Building the Invalid Corps”
James Berkey, Penn State Brandywine
	“Controlling the Press, Losing the Battle: Ambiguities of Martial Authority in Soldier Newspapers”
Elizabeth Young, Mount Holyoke College
	“Afterlives of Taxidermy: Martha Maxwell's Competing Biographies”


What the War Taught (2:15-3:45)
Vanessa Steinroetter, Washburn University (chair)

John Hay, University of Nevada, Las Vegas
“William Dean Howells and the Art of Puppetry”
Andrew Donnelly, University of Memphis
	“Radicalism without Politics: What the Civil War and Reconstruction Taught Edward Bellamy and Henry George”
Benjamin Cooper, Lindenwood University
	“When Marble Becomes Lead: Hawthorne’s Faun and Gli Anni di Piombo, 1860-1977”


Scenes from Editing; Or, Editing… (4:00-5:30)
Kathleen Diffley, University of Iowa (chair)
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